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What Makes Cornell Note-Taking So Effective?

•Active summarizing. In order to summarize a topic, you need to have a certain level of 
understanding. This note-taking method prompts you to get there.

•Intentional note-taking. Cornell notes encourage mindfulness and focus when taking 
notes. You have to pull out key points and reflect on the material, instead of simply 
writing every little thing down.

•Revision-ready notes. When it comes time to revisit your notes, they’re logically



Use this space 
for your normal 
class notes.

Use this 
space to 
make 
your own 
notes 
after the 
lesson.

Summary in your own words



Advantages 
• Organized and systematic for recording 

and reviewing notes.
• Easy format for pulling out major concept 

and ideas.
• Simple and efficient.
• Saves time and effort.



What the 

different sections 

are for



Title / lesson 
objective

Subheadings & 
questions

Summary

Date and class 
details

Main class 
notes



Professor John Hattie’s work on 
‘Visible Learning’ - 250+ Influences 
on Student Achievement 

0.87



How to use your Cornell 

notes to revise

Cover up the notes section. Use the 
subheadings/prompt questions in the margins to 
test yourself on the notes. 

Do the same as above, but covering up the 
margins section. This works well for revising 
terminology and dates.

Think of different categories that apply to your 
subject, e.g. exam tips, good vocabulary, 
important terminology, key quotations/ theorists, 
and colour-code your notes with these categories.



Now practice it yourself!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofX_ytQ4AcY



Completed Cornell notes What are 
the four key 
themes?

Why is fate 
important?

meaningful

fortune’s fool”

the play’s 
genre



Categorising your Cornell notes

What are 
the four key 
themes?

Why is fate 
important?

meaningful

fortune’s fool”

the play’s 
genre

What categories could we use to 
group these notes on the theme of 
fate?

Ideas:
 Key quotations
 Useful vocabulary
 Meaningful ideas  

Label your notes with these 
categories.

In what other subjects could 
you take Cornell notes?
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